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SUB J : SECRETARY'S STATEMENT ON RELEASE OF CHILEAN DETAINEES 

REF: STATE 01 1811 

1. AS REPORTED IN SANTIAGO PRESS, DURING REGULAR FRIDAY 
NEWS CONFERENCE JAN 17 UNDERSECY FONAFFAIRS COLLADOS 
HANDLED CAREFULLY QUESTION CONCERNING SECRETARY KISSINGER'S 
STATEMENT (REFTEL) ON US BEHIND-THE-SCENES NEGOTIATION 

FOR RELEASE OF CHILEAN DETAINEES. COLLADOS REPORTEDLY 

REFUSED TO ANSWER WHETHER SECRETARY SPECIFICALLY 

HAD "MEDIATED," BUT SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT U.S. AND 

OTHER COUNTRIES HAD MADE SUGGESTION TO GOC FOR HUMANITARIAN 

REASONS. SUCH SUGGESTION DID NOT CONSTITUTE INTERVENTION, 

HOWEVER, WERE NOT OF DIPLOMATIC CHARACTER, AND WERE MADE 

INFORMALLY. 

2. COMMENT: GOC HAS CONSISTENTLY MAINTAINED THAT RELEASE OF 
DETAINEES HAS BEEN ITS OWN DECISION AND NOT RESULT OF FOREIGN 
PRESSURE. NEVERTHELESS, COLLADOS CAREFULLY AVOIDED SAYING 
ANYTHING WHICH MIGHT UNDERCUT THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT. 
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